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b

1.1,  Permit application detaiis
Permit application No.: 1053;1 GRe
Permit type: “Purpose Permif

1.2.  Proponent detaiis _ e
Proponent's name: CShire ot Carnarvon s TR Ry

1.3. Property details o o _
Propery: LOT 406 ON PLAN 238435 (
LOT 176 ON PLAN 28410 (- LYNDON 6701).
- ROAD RESERVE (- SOUTH PLANTATIONS 6701
ROAD RESERVE (- SOUTH PLANTATIONS 6701)°
Local Government Area: - Shire Qf Camarvon: :
Colloguial name: “Sputh River Roead . o i

‘MACLEOD 6701).

1.4. Appiication
Clearing Area {ha) No. Trees Method of Clearing For the purpose of:
80 Mechanical Removal Road consiruction or maintenance

2.1, Existing environment and information
2.1.1. Description of the native vegetation undsr application

Vegetation Description Clearing Description Vegetation Condition Comment

Quobbz Gnarloe Road - The purpose of the clearing  Good: Structure The condition of the vegetation was assessed during the
Beard Vegetation permit is for realighment significantly altered by site visit conducted by a DEC officer (Site visit 25th May
Aasociation 320 and/or reformation of 3 midftiple disturbance; 20065,

Shrublands: dwarf roads within the Shire of retains basic

Carmnarvon. The proposed structure/zbility to
works will inchude & 7.5km regenerate (Keighery
section of the South River 1964)

road, which occurs within

the horticuitural area of the

Camnarvon township. The

other 2 roads are the

Gnarloo and Warrsora

roads that ocour within

Shepherd et al. 2001 pastoral leases, and each

will have approximately &

20km section upgraded. As

such, most of the proposed

clearing will ocour within

the pastoral area. The total

araa proposed 1o be

cleared 15 B0 hectares,

which equaies to

approximately 2m along the

length of all 3 roads.

waterwood (Acacia
catiacea) shrubs on recent
dunes.

Beard Vegelation
Association 85: Hummock
grasslands, shrub steppe:;
acacia & grevillea over
Triodia basedowil

The vegetation along the
South River Road is
dominated by the
introduced species
Cenchris cilliaris or buffel
grass, however some
eucalypts and acacias
would also be affected by
the proposal. Due ic the
previous disturbances that
have occurred and the high
incidence of the buffel
grass, the condition of the
vegetation in this area is
described as degraded.
The remaining vegetation
Page 1




South River Road -
Beard Vegetation

Association 308; Masaic:

Shrublands; Acacia
sclerosperma sparse

scrub/ Succulent steppe;

saltbush & bluebush
Shepherd et al. 2001

Warroora Road -

within the pastors zres 1% 2
low hesath consisting of
various specles that
correlate well with the
Besrg descriptions listed
for these roads. Thare s
sume incidence of buffel
grass again, although itis
not dominant, The
vegetation along these
roads s affected by
pastoral grazing and in
some areas is experiencing
sand drift from the road.
The condition of the
vegetation on the whole
would best be described as
good.

The purpose of the clearing
permit is for realignment
and/or reformation of 3
roads within the Shire of
Carnarvon. The proposed
works will include a 7.5km
section of the South River
road, which occurs within
the horticultural area of the
Carnarvon township. The
other 2 roads are the
Gnarioo and Warrcora
roads that ocour within
pastoral leases, and each
will have approximately a
20km section upgraded. As
such, most of the proposed
clearing will occur within
the pastoral area. The total
area proposed to be
clearad is 80 hectlares,
which equates to
approximatety 2m along the
length of alt 3 roads.

The vegetation along the
South River Road is
dominated by the
introduced species
Cenchris cilliaris or buffed
grass, however some
evcalypis and acacias
would also be affected by
the proposal. Due to the
previous disturbances that
have occurred and the high
incidence of the buffel
grass, the condition of the
vegetation inthis area is
described as degraded.
The remaining vegetation
within the pastoral area is &
low heath consisting of
various species that
correiate well with the
Beard descriptions listed
for these roads. There is
some incidence of buffel
grass again, although it is
not dominant. Thé
vegetation along these
roads is affected by
pastoral grazing and in
SOMme areas is experiencing
sand difft from the road.
The condition of the
vegetation on the whole
would best be described as
very good.

The purpose of the clearing

Degraded: Structure
severegly disturbed;
regeneration to good
condition requires
infensive management
(Keighery 1894}

Good: Structure

The condition of the vegetation was assessed during the
site visit conducied by a DEC officer (Site visit 25th May
2006}

The condition of the vegetation was assessed during the
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Beard Yegetation
Agsociation 245 Mosaio
Sheublands; Acacla
solerospanra & A
victoriae patohy scrub,
barren/ Succulent deppe;
salibush & blusbush

Beard Vegetation
Asscciation 862:
Hummock grassland;
shrub steppe; mixed
acacia scrub & dwarf scrub
with soft spinifex & Triodia
basedowii

Shepherd et al. 2001

(a

¥

Comments

parrnil is for realignment
andior reformation of 3
roads within the Shire of
Carmnarvon, The proposed
wiotks wilt include a 7.5km
section of the South River
road, which cocurs within
the horficulturat area of the
Carnarvon township, The
other 2 roads are the
Gnarloo and Warroors
roads that coour within
pastoral izases, and each
will have approximatety a
20km section upgraded. As
such, mosi of the proposed
clearing wilt ocour within
the pastorat area. The iotal
area proposed to be
cleared is 80 heclares,
which equates io
approximately 2m along the
length of all 3 roads.

The vegetation along the
South River Road is
dominated by the
introduced species
Cenchris cilliaris or buffel
grass, however some
eucalypts and acacias
would also be affected by
the proposal Due fo the
previous disturbances that
have occurred and the high
incidence of the buffel
grass, the condition of the
vegetation in this area is
described as degraded.
The remaining vegetation
within the pastoral areais &
low heath consisting of
various species that
corretate well with the
Beard descriptions listed
for these roads. There is
seme incidence of buffel
grass again, although i is
not dominant. The
vegetation along these
roads is affected by
pastoral grazing and in
some arsas is experiencing
sand drifi from the road.
The condition of the
vegetation on the whole
woutd best be described as
good.

stgnificanily allerad by
mritinle disturbance,
ratzing basic
strecture/abiity to
regenarate (Relghery
1994}

Mative vegetation shouid not be cleared if it comprises a |

site wish condusied by g DEC officer (Site visht Z5th May
20083,

igh leve! of biological diversity. -

Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

Due fo the degraded condition of the vegetation and low number of species present along the South River
Road, it is uniikely to present an area of high biodiversity within the local area. For the vegetation within the
pastoral area, with a greater number of species present, less disturbance and a condition rating of very good,
the biodiversity is much higher. However, the roads occur within a well vegetated landscape in a bioregion that
retains most of its original vegetation. As such the areas under application are not iikely to represent a higher
level of biodiversity than the vegetation within the local and greater area that will remain. Therefore the proposal
iz not likely to be at variance to this Principle.

Methodology

Site visit, DEC Officer 2006

GIS Databases: Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia - EA 18/10/00
Keighery 1884,
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gh} ?%&?%v& V%@&%&iﬁéﬁ should: ma%: be'cleared ifit w*&*prm% the whole or & part of, o s m%%aw f@%’ f;%m i :: _
Cmaintenance of, a significant habitat for faung indinenous o Western Alistrakia 00 i

Cemraenis Proposal s not ey to be 2t varfance to this Principle

¢

Given the location and condition of the South River Road, § is unfikkely to represent a significant habitat for local
fauna. In addition there will be mirdmal clearing of native spacies for the works proposed along this read due o
the dominance of the buffel grass. Within the pastoral area, aithough the vegetation is in very good condition, it
is Hkely that fauna would be abie to find similar habitat to that which is proposed to be dleared, given the well
vegetated landscape that surrounds these areas, Therefore the proposal is not likely to be af variance o this
Principte

Methodology  Keighery 1884
Site visit, Dok Officer Z008.

j{é}f"Natwe vegetatlen shouid ngt be c;%eamd*xf :t mcﬁudes arfss rgecessary for ‘aheﬁcontmued emstenre af o

Comments Proposal is not iikely to be af variance fo this Principle
A search of the apprepriate database has not located any Declared Rare or Priority flora occurring within the
areas under appiication or a 10km radius of them. indeed there are very few records of DRF or Priority flora for
the whole of the Shire of Camarvon. Given the information available, the proposal is not likely fo be at variance
to this Principle.

Methodoiogy  GIS Databases: Declared Rare and Prigrity Fiora list - CALM 01/G7/05.
Site visit, Dok Officer 2008.

(d) Natwe vegetatlon ‘should not be cleared if it: compnses the who!e or a par{ of _or is necessary fcr the i
- maintenance of a threatened ecological community. Rests : O s e

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

A search of the appropriate database has not located any Threatened Ecological Communities occurring within
the areas under application or the Shire of Carnarvon. Therefore the proposatl is not likely to be af variance o
this Principle

Methodotogy  GIS Daiabases: Threatened Ecological Communities - CALM 12/04/05

{ } ‘Mative vegeﬁateon shouid notbe’ cieared sf itis: s;gmﬁcant as a remnant ef natsve vegetatian m an area_
~that has been extensively cleared. ; B R T % _

Comments Proposal is not at variance to this Principle
VWhile no specific data is available for the Shire of Camarvon, both the Carnarvon IBRA bioregion and all of the
Beard vegetation associations refating o this application, have a conservation status of least congem', Given that
the areas under application do not cecur within an extensively cleared landscape, the proposal is not at vartance to

this Principie

Pre-European Current Remaining  Conservation

Reserves/CALM-

area (hay* extent (ha)” % status™ managed land,
%
IBRA Bioregion -

Carnarvon 8,523,863 8,523,863 100 Least concemn Not available
Shire - Carnarvon Not Available - - - Not available
Beard veg type - 95 1,363,428 1,363,428 160 Least concern 58
Beard veg type - 308 496,965 451,901 g l.east concem 0.4
Beard veg type - 329 29,421 29,421 100 Least concern 0
Beard veg type - 345 82,536 52,536 100 Least concern 0
Beard veg type - 662 308,549 308,549 100 Least concem 2.3

* (Shepherd et al. 2001}
** (Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002)

Methodology  Shepherd et al, 2001,
Department of Natural Resources and Environment, 2002
(1S Databases:
- interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia - EA 18/10/00
- Pre-European Vegetation - DA 01/01
- Local Government Authorities - DLI 08/G7/04.

Page 4




{?} Mative %@@‘mi;@ﬁ shouid not be: cloared i gt as; ggmwmg in
Cassociated with a watercouise or wetiand. B

Jor in association with, an envitonment.

Comments Proposal s not Hkely to be at varlanse o this Principle
There are no water features associated with either the Grarloo or Warroors roads that are located in the
pastoral ares. MHowever the South River Road, as iis name suggesis, runs parallel to the Gascoyne River. The
distance between the edge of the river and the road varies greatly, but at its mirimum is approximaiely 20m.
Given that the road is a{ready in place and that minimal clearing of riparian vegetation wilt ocour due to the
dominance of buffel grass inmediately adiacent to the road, i is rot anticipated that the cleaning would reduce
the value or natural function of the Gascoyne River, Therefore the proposal is not likely to be at varance to this
Principle.

Methodology  GIS Databases: Hydrography, linear - DoE 01/02/04
Site visit, DoE Officer 2006,

§g} Native vegetation should not he e::ieared sf'_he cieanng cf th "veget 'ito’ is fikely to cause appreciable

.Jand degradation.

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principie
As the clearing of this proposal is for the purpose of road works, the areas cleared wili be developead to
minimise the potential for land degradation, to maintain the integrity of the roads. Currently sections of the
Gnarloo and Warroora roads are suffering the effects of wind erosion, as in some areas the road is lower than
the surrounding landscape which leads to it acting as a wind tunnel. This has tead {0 sand building up at the
side of the roads smothering vegetation and exacerbating the wind funnel effect. The Shire wishes fo reform
these roads, bringing them leve! with the surrounding landscape to reduce the current problems of wind erosion.
There is no evidence of any degradation around the South River road, and given that it is a bituminised
roadway it is not anficipated that there are risks of erosion. The proposal is not likely to be at variance o this
Principle.

Metheodology  Site visit, Dok Officer 2006,

e '-the enwronmenta% vaiues ‘of: any ad§acent or nearby consewatmn area.

Comments Proposal is not at variance to this Principle
There are & number of conservation areas within the vicinity of the areas under applicationn. The McNeill
Claypan System is approximately 1km south of the South River road, the Ningaloo Marine Park is
approximately Skm from the Warroora road, and Lake Macleod is approximately 7km from Gnarioo road. Given
that all of these conservation areas are related to water features, are some distance from the areas under
application and are otherwise surrounded by relatively well vegetated landscapes, it is not anticipated that this
proposal will affect these areas. Therefore the proposal is not at variance o this Principle.

Methodology  Site visit, Dok Officer 2006
GIS Databases:
- CALM Regional Parks - CALM 12/04/02
- CALM Managed Lands & Waters - CALM 01/07/05
- Proposed National Parks FMP-CALM 18/03/03
- Register of National Estate - £EA 28/01/03

{z} Native vegetaiwn should not be cleared if the a;%earmg nf i’m vegeta‘tmr‘g %s iikeiy ie aause’ é_eten ratnm
“in the quality of surface or underground water. -0 D FEE RS

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
The Gnarico Road and Warroora Road both fall within the Coastal catchment area with a fow annual rainfall of
300mm. The South River Road falls within the Gascoyne River catchment and fies adiacent to the Gascoyne
Rivar with an annual rainfall of 300mm. South River Road also lies adjacent to the P1 Pubiic Drinking Water
Scurce Area. The areas under application are a thin linear tract of vegetation, which will require approximately
2m of vegetation to be removed along the lengths of the three roads. Given the small amount of native
vegetation 1o be removed within the road reserves, this proposat is unlikely to cause deterioration in the quality
of surface or underground water.

Methodology  (GIS Databases:
- Public Drinking Water Sources (PDWSAs) - DOE 08/08/05
- Hydrographic Caichments - Catchments - DOE 23/03/05
- Rainfall, Mean Annual - BOM 30/89/01

'mc;dence or: mtensﬁy of ﬂaodmg S T

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Prinsiple
Adl three roads under application fall within the low rainfall area of 300mm per annum. The South River Road
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rasarve runs parabiel with the proclaimed Gascoyne River in & known Rotdwater Tringe zone. The areas under
appiicatinn are & thin fnear ract of vegetation, which will reguire appromately Zm of vegetation o be removed
along the lengths of the Swee roads. All sreas under spplication show signs of disturbance and given the small
amount of native vegetation (o be olearsd, it is unlikely that this proposal will increass the peak flood height or
duration of flooding. 1 is considered that the removal of vegetation from the three sites is not likely fo cause, or
exacarbate the incidence of fiooding.

Methodology IS Databases :
- Hydrography, inear - DoE 01/02/04
- Soils, Statewide - DA 11/98

Planning instrument, Native Title, Previous EPA decisionor other matter, 000
Comments
There is one Environmental Impact Assessment over the area under application. CRN145176 relates to the

Shire of Carnarvon Town Planning Scheme. This EIA does not affect this proposal as the areas under
appiication are existing roads within the Shire of Carnarvon.

The Shire of Carnarvon has not advised if there are any planning approvais or requirtements that may affect this
proposal.

The Shire of Carnarvon have advised that they are exarcising their power under Section 3.52 of the Local
Government Act 1995 to undertake these works within South River, Gnarloo Road and Warroora Road
Reserves. |t is the CEO of the Departments' view that the grant of a clearing permit in this case constitutes a
secondary approval that removes the Environmental Protection Act's prohibition on the applicant exeraising its
statutory powers. Accordingly, the CEO is not reguired to comply with future act procedures under the Native
Title Act 1293

WMethodology

‘Assessor's recommendations.

Purpose Method Applied Decision Comment / recommendation

area (ha)l trees
Road Mechanical 8C Grant The assessabie criferia have been addressed and no objections were raised. The
construction oRemoval assessing officer therefore recommends that the permit should be granted.
maintenance

_______ rences -

Depariment of Natural Resources and Environment (2002) Biodiversity Action Planning. Action planning for native biodiversity
at muliiple scales; caichment bioregional, landscape, local. Department of Natural Resources and Environment,
Victoria.

Keighery, B.J. (1894} Bushiand Plant Survey: A Guide to Plant Community Survey for the Community. Wildflower Scciety of
WA (Inc). Nedlands, Western Australia.

Shepherd, D.P., Beaston, G.R. and Hopkins, A J.M. (2001) Native Vegetation in Western Australia, Extent, Type and Status.
Resource Management Technical Report 249, Department of Agriculture, Westermn Australia,

Term Meaning

CALM Department of Conservation and Land Management
DAWA Department of Agriculture

BEP Department of Environmental Protection (now Dok)
Dok Department of Environment

DolR Department of industry and Resources

DRF Declared Rare Flora

EPP Environmental Protection Folicy

GIS Geographical information System

ha Hectare (10,000 sguare meires)

TEC Threatened Ecological Community

WRC Water and Rivers Commission {now Dok}
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